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TW / CW
Topic being discussed can be graphic, violent, and distressing. 

We understand if anyone needs to leave the room at any 
point/do not wish to listen to our presentation. 



What is the True 
Crime Genre?
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Early History to Modern Developments



An early ballad about a woman 
murdered by her lover

 

Woodcut for the publication called, “A true 
relation of a barbarous and most cruell 
murther, [com]mitted by one Enoch ap 

Euan”
Jody Amable, 2021



Broadside: “An account of a 
monstrously-cruel murder!!! On the 
body of an unfortunate lady, named 
Miss Elms. Of 17, Wellesley Str. near 

the New Church, Chelsea, on 
Thursday night, or Friday morning last, 

1833”

Penny Dreadful: The String of Pearls

https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328
https://omeka.library.kent.edu/special-collections/items/show/11328


Set a new standard of sensationalizing 
true crime in the 20th century 

Truman Capote’s, In Cold Blood

David Costello



✦ Launched in 2014
✦ Investigates murder of Hae Min Lee
✦ Became the fastest podcast to reach 5 

million downloads and streams in iTunes’ 
history 

Serial – Sarah Koenig

1. Evelyn Richards, 2021
2. Melissa Chan, 2020



 

Tv Series



 

Movie Adaptations



✦ Demand for documentaries (majority coming from true crime) more than doubled 
between January 2018 and March 2021

✦ Tiger King → 34 million views within first 10 days of release

Documentaries

(2020) (2015) (2023) (2020)

1.  Evelyn Richards, 2021; 2. Issy Packer



✦ In 2020, crime was the most popular book genre in the UK
✦ In 2018, more than 1.6 million print copies of true crime books were sold in the US

Novels

(2018) (1995) (2019) (2009)

1. Evelyn Richards, 2021; 2. Melissa Chan, 2020



✦ In 2020, true crime was the 3rd most popular 
podcast genre across all major podcast platforms

✦ Approximately 2,800 true crime podcasts 
available for users to listen to

Podcasts

(2023)1. AJ Willingham, 2023; 2. Melissa Chan, 2020; 3. Galen Stocking et al, 2023 



Potential Issues to Address
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1: VICTIMS & THEIR FAMILIES

✦ Not legally entitled to notification or consultation before 
production companies tell their stories

✦ Production companies only need to portray the story 
accurately & respect privacy rights

✦ Most victims/families only find out their story has 
become a production after it premieres 1

✦ Asymmetry/imbalance between “those who experience 
& feel and those who describe & convey” 2

1: McNulty, 2023
2: Smail, 2022



EXAMPLES

JUST ANOTHER 
MISSING KID 1

DAHMER - 
MONSTER 4

MAKING A  
MURDERER 2,3

MINDHUNTER 3 

1: Houpt, 2018 3: Williams, 2020
2: Schulz, 2016 4: McNulty, 2023



HIDDEN BIASES 
AND NARRATIVES

MISCARRIAGES 
OF JUSTICE

THE PROBLEMS WITH STORYTELLING



“OBJECTIVITY IS IMPOSSIBLE. 
IT’S ALSO BORING.”

Leszkiewicz, 2022
Dowler, Fleming, & Muzzatti, 2006



GLORIFYING 
OFFENDERS

CONCEALING 
VOICE

Directors subtly incorporate 
their own perspectives 2

Rather than highlighting the 
effects on victims 1

ADVERSE IMPACTS

FOCUSING ON 
SHOCK VALUE

Highlighting violence and 
special-interest issues 3

1: Central Alberta Sexual Assault Support Centre, 2023
2: Smail, 2022
3: Dowler, Fleming, & Muzzatti, 2006



16%  
Of police-reported crimes are violent

Statistics Canada, 2022



EXCLUDING 
CRUCIAL 
INFORMATION 1

WITHHOLDING 
EVIDENCE FOR 
MAX IMPACT 2

REPRODUCING 
SYSTEMIC 
BIASES 3

MISCARRIAGES OF JUSTICE

1: Schulz, 2016
2: Leszkiewicz, 2022
3: Dowler, Fleming, & Muzzatti, 2006



Current Legal 
Landscape in Canada
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LIFE STORY RIGHTS 

Not recognized under Canadian law

RIGHT OF PUBLICITY

Tort of misappropriation of personality

RIGHT TO PRIVACY

Torts of inclusion upon seclusion and 
public disclosure of private facts

RIGHT TO PROTECTION    
OF PERSONAL INFO

Tort of defamation

RIGHTS FOR SUBJECTS & TORT SYSTEM 

Abramovitch & MacColl, 2022 



CRIMINAL LAW

PUBLICATION BAN

● Section 486.1 of Criminal Code
● “Necessary for the proper 

administration of justice”
● Media cannot report name or any 

identifying information

ISSUES

● Most criminal proceedings 
occur in open court, where 
names and other identifying 
information are made public

● No strict guidelines about 
“identifying information”

Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime, 2011



Online Streaming Act (Bill C-11) → Podcasts



Online Streaming Act (Bill C-11) → Streaming Services



Conclusion
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What does this mean for the true crime 
genre?





Canadian Association of Broadcasters Violence Code (1993)



SUGGESTIONS & POLICY IMPLICATIONS

● Consent / Right to be consulted
● Official recognition of LSR / Expansion to ancillary characters
● Uniform right of publicity
● Guidelines for objective, informative storytelling / Oversight
● Awareness of interactions with criminal justice system



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by 
Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

Thank you for listening

Please keep this slide for attribution

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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